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Course Syllabus for Applied Trombone 

 
Brief Statement of Course Goals: 
This course serves to identify and focus on the various aspects that make up a competent and 
confident musician. The level of artistry to which we aspire is attained through the study of 
fundamental concepts as well as etude and solo materials designed to improve the 
musicianship and technical mastery of the trombone by the student in pursuit of a music 
teaching and/or performance career. 
 
Lessons: 
Students enrolled will receive one hour lesson per week. Each lesson should demonstrate 
careful preparation of assigned materials and improvement in technical ability. 
 
It is important to remember that improvement comes in the practice room. Lessons are intended 
to be intense workouts on assigned materials that enable me to properly diagnose any problem 
areas, or note areas of improvement. This is only possible when the material is prepared, and 
you play your best. In other words, lessons are NOT supervised practice sessions. 
 
Assignments: 
Weekly assignments normally consist of scales, fundamental exercises, technical and legato 
etudes, as well as solo material. Each lesson will be graded based on level of preparation. 
However, each student must take personal responsibility for their own musical growth. By 
preemptively addressing problem areas (whether fundamental or musical) the student will have 
a greater chance of consistent progress. 
 
Practice: 
Taking private lessons is no replacement for a good work ethic. The Applied portion of the 
course title refers to the preparation and implementation that only comes through consistent and 
quality practicing. 
 
Music majors must view practicing as an investment in their future success. 2-3 hours of daily 
practice time is ideal for steady growth. Keep in mind that quality is even more important than 
quality. If you wish to succeed in any area of the music profession you must establish a 
consistent, concentrated practice regimen. The sooner you do this, the sooner you will begin to 
reap the benefits. 
 
Very few people are naturally gifted in terms of innate ability. Like most activities, results from 
diligent practice come slow at the beginning. However, after a period of consistently attacking 
your deficiencies you will begin to see progress. The more you improve, the more you will enjoy 
practicing. 
 
 
Attendance: 

• Attendance at all lessons is required. 



 
• If you are unable to attend a lesson, I ask for 24 hours notice. In cases of emergency, 

please contact me as soon as possible. Excused absences from lessons will be 
rescheduled. Unexcused absences will not be made up. If you fail to inform me of your 
absence, you will receive a failing grade for that lesson. Three unexcused absences 
will result in a failing grade for the semester. 

 
• The student is expected to be punctual in his or her lesson attendance. Tardy arrival in 

excess of 5 minutes after the established lesson time will be tallied at the rate of 3 
tardies = 1 absence. Tardy arrival in excess of 10 minutes will not be tolerated. In any 
such instance, the lesson will be forfeit and not rescheduled. 

 
• Absences due to a University sponsored event and/or lessons canceled by the instructor 

will be rescheduled at a mutually convenient time. 
 
Expectations: 

• Arrive to your lesson time. Be warmed-up, ready to play, mentally prepared, and 
engaged in the learning process. 

 
• Students should keep an organized binder containing: 

Syllabus and Course of Study 
Warm-up & Daily Maintenance Routines 
Fundamental Exercises 
Trombone Articles 
Practice/Lesson Notes & Assignments 
Current Resume/Activity Report 
 

• Students are to keep detailed notes of practice sessions and lessons through a shared 
Google Doc. In addition to what is being covered in the practice room, we will diagnose 
areas of deficiency and map out potential solutions together. 

 
• Students are expected to purchase all assigned etude and solo material within a 

reasonable amount of time. In addition, students must purchase the necessary “tools of 
the trade.” See “Required Materials.” 

 
• Please be aware of the School of Music’s requirement to purchase a recital card and to 

attend at least fifteen recitals this semester. Your card will be inspected at your jury. 
Failure to buy a card and/or attend fifteen recitals will result in a failing final grade. I will 
inspect your card during the course of the semester to ensure your compliance with this 
simple requirement. 

 
• All majors are required to perform a jury at the end of the semester. Juries are presented 

by each student to the entire brass faculty, and will consist of etudes, solo material, and 
orchestral excerpts.  In addition, students will perform a scale jury for me each semester. 

 
• Students are expected to take ownership of recital scheduling and preparation (including 

booking an accompanist). Make sure to read the recital scheduling policies for the 
School of Music. 
 



• Students enrolled in principal applied trombone lessons are required to enroll in 
Trombone Seminar (4790). The seminar meets MWF at 11:15. Mondays will be reserved 
for masterclass sessions consisting of topical discussion, and individual performance. 
Wednesdays and Fridays will be used for ensemble rehearsal. 

 
• Students are expected to attend all required studio events and performances of their 

colleagues within the brass area. 
 

• Studio business is handled primarily through email correspondence, the studio website, 
and postings on my bulletin board. Students are to stay informed on schedule changes, 
upcoming events, and studio news. Should an email require a response from you, I 
expect it to be in a timely manner. 

 
• Students should be familiar with the major pedagogical writings and important recordings 

for the instrument. Such study will help guide your musical evolution. Students will be 
given a list of required listening/viewing, and reading. Detailed summaries are to be 
submitted at my discretion. 

 
Grading: 
Evaluation is based on weekly lesson grades, practice/lesson notes, recital attendance, and jury 
performance (majors and minors). Grades will be determined by the following factors: 
 

• Weekly Lessons & Practice/Lesson Notes    50% 
• Jury/Recital Performance      25% 
• Studio Event Attendance (including seminar)   15% 
• Listening/Reading Projects      10% 

 
Lesson Grades will be determined using the following criteria: 

 
A =  Material very well prepared – technically & artistically. Student is completely 

engaged in the learning process and progress is evident. 
 
B =  Material well prepared. Student is engaged in the learning process, but 

focused more on technique than artistry. Progress is slow but steady. 
 

C =  Material prepared. It is clear that the student is only concerned with 
playing the correct notes and rhythms, and is not displaying a mature 
mental approach to the music-making process. 

 
D =  Material not prepared. It is clear that the student has not spent adequate 

time in learning the previous week’s assignments and is depending on 
the lesson time for improvement to appear. No discipline in a consistent 
practice regimen. 

 
F =  No show, did not bring material, or is obviously sight reading the 

previous week’s assignments. A student displaying this lack of respect 
on more than one occasion may have their career goals called into 
question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Required Materials: 
The study of a brass instrument requires owning and maintaining the necessary equipment. 
Below is a list of required materials for a major. See me for specific recommendations. 
 

• Calendar for scheduling purposes 
• Instrument and mouthpiece 
• All necessary mutes 
• Etude books and solo material 
• Digital recording device (such as a Zoom H4 or Edirol) 
• Tuner or Smartphone App (such as Tonal Energy) 
• Metronome or Smartphone App (such as Frozen Ape) 
• Membership with the International Trombone Association 
• Subscription for Smart Music 

 
The studio is very fortunate to have a wealth of resources available for everyone. Students 
should familiarize themselves with the list of studio resources and recordings. In addition to the 
music library, students may borrow materials from my personal library. Damaged or lost 
resources must be replaced. Failure to do so will result in a failing grade for the semester. 
 
Our studio culture is one of friendship and support.  I am here for you, and am committed to 
helping you grow as a trombonist and musician...but the journey is yours to take.   I look forward 
to working with you!    
 
 
Joshua L. Bynum, D.M.A. 
Associate Professor of Trombone 
Hugh Hodgson School of Music 
University of Georgia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


